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X History of Ships Named Wa 


USS WABASH (AOR-5), a 
replenishment oiler, is named 
for the river and city in the State 
of Indiana. She is the fourth ship 
of the Fleet to bear the name. 

The first WABASH was a 
wooden steam frigate built by the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She 
launched 24 October 1855. The 
frigate commissioned in the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard, 18 
August 1856, Captain Fred K. 
Engle, USN, commanding. 

WABASH had a length on the 
load water line of 262 feet, 4 
inches; extreme beam of 51 feet, 
4 inches; displacement of 4,808 
tons; draft of 23 feet; and a 
maximum speed of 9 knots. She 
was initially armed with 2 10-inch 
Dahlgren smooth bore pivot 
guns; 14 8-inch Dahlgren smooth 
bore guns for spar deck 
broadsides; and 24 9-inch 
Dahlgren smooth bore guns on 
her main deck. 


WABASH became flagship of 
Commodore Hiram Paulding, 
commanding the Home Squadron. 
She departed Philadelphia 17 
September 1856 for Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, and visited the 
Naval Academy before arriving 
at New Yor, 28 October 1856. She 
put to sea 28 November 1856 to 
lead the Home Squadron off 
Panama, Cuba and Nicaragua. 
During this cruise her squadron 
gave effective support to the 
American policy of preventing 
European “protectorate” 
expansioninthe West Indies and 
Central America, looking 
forward to an inter-ocean canal 
across either Panama or 
Nicaragua. 

WABASH returned north to 
New York 12 January 1857. Two 
similar cruises were conducted 
off Cuba, Panama and Nicaragua 
by 17 February 1858 when she 
reached New York from Havana, 
Cuba. Her squadron was 
instrumental in breaking up the 
expedition against Nicaragua, 
set on foot by the American 
adventurer William Walker. The 
latter had sought to set up a 
dictatorship in Nicaragua as a 
hope to slavery-e®gansionist in 


the Southern States. 

WABASH decommissioned in 
the New York Navy Yard 1 March 
1858 to prepare for duty as 
flagship of Rear Admiral E. A.F. 
Lavallette’s Mediterranean 
Squadron. She recommissioned 
25 May 1858, Captain Samuel 
Barron, USN, commanding. The 
powerful steam frigate departed 
New York 1 June 1858 and 
reached Key West, Forida, 19 
June 1858. Her squadron cruised 
for several weeks to aid the 
Home Squadron in protecting 
American merchant ships from 
search by armed ships of any 
power, particularly British 
cruisers, inthe vicinity of Cuba. 
This policy of resistance put the 
deck of any American ship on the 
same footing with American soil, 
the invasion of which under 
foreignauthority to be regarded 
as incompatible with their 
sovereignty and with freedom of 
the seas. The crises abated by 22 


The USS Wabash, a new-class Navy supply ship, shown 
underway to the Boston Naval Shipyard in Charlestown 
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July 1858 when WABASH sailed 
from Key West for the 
Meditterranean. 

WABASH reached Gibraltar 17 
August 1858. She excited much 
European interest as.one of the 
most powerful American steam 
frigates to serve in the 
Mediterranean to that time. 
Midshipman George Dewey was 
on board WABASH during this 
cruise. The future hero of the 
Battle of Manila Bay recalled in 
his autobiography: “The 
WABASH was quite the finest 
ship of the foreign fleet and also 
the largest.” 

WABASH and her squadron 
guarded the rights of American 
commerce in the Mediterranean 
atatime when war threatened to 
break out between Italy and 
France onone hand, and Austria 
on the other. There was notable 
need for attention in Syria, where 
outrages had been committed 
against Americans, and the 
criminals not punished. 

Steaming from Gibraltar, 
WABASH called at 
Mediterranean ports including 
Marseilles, Genoa, Spezia, and 
Syrma. She created excitement 
among,. European . diplomats 


commencing 10 October 1858. On 
that day the 40-gun steam frigate 
arrived in the Dardanelles and 
stopped opposite Fort. Asia, 
where permission was granted to 
pass on to Constantinople. After 
exchaning National salutes with 
Fort Asia, she stood up through 
the Sea of Marmora. The next 
morning she anchored off the 
Golden Horn. Members of 
European Legations protested 
that WABASH had violated terms 
of the Treaty of Paris which 
stipulated that vessels of war of 
more than 21 guns were not 
permitted to pass the 
Dardanelles. The United States, 
however, was not a signatory to 
the Treaty of Paris and the 
flagship received unprecedented 
courtesy from Turkish officials. 

Immediately after anchoring, 
Admiral Mehemmett Pacha 
boarded WABASH to wish Rear 
Admiral Lavallette a © most 
hearty welcome. That afternoon 


the Sultan of Turkey was 
serenaded with music as he 
passed the Aerican frigate. Two 
days later, a goverment steamer 
commanded by Admiral 
Mehemmet Pasha, himself, 
came alongside to take Rear 
Admiral Lavallette and his staff 
to and from the Palace of the 
Capidan Pasha. Rear Admiral 
Lavallette reported: “The 
Turkish band played our National 
Airs at the dinner. The Capidan 
Pasha drank to the health of the 
President, and the National 
compliment was acknowledged 
by the American Minister and 
myself. Even the confectionary 
ornaments upon the table 
represented a display of 
American and Turkish Flags 
blended together, and the utmost 
good feeling towards us and our 
country was manifested in the 
most gratifying manner.’’ 

On 19 October 1858, Abdoul 
Medfid, Sultan of Turkey, visited 
WABASH. The next day the steam 
frigate stood into the Sea of 
Mormora, bound for Beirut. 
Turkish hospitality had expanded 
her stay at Constantinople from 
the planned four to five days, to 
nine days. She called at Beirut, 


Syria, 26 October - 2 November 
1858. While at Joffa, WABASH 
was instrumental in enforcing 
the punishment of criminals who 
had earlier pillaged the home of 
American missionary Walter 
Dickson, killing his son-in-law, 
and inflicting injury on other 
members of the family. 
WABASH departed Joffa 9 
November 1858 for Alexandria, 
thence to the harbor of Valetta, 
Island of Malta. She continued to 
watch over national interests 
throughout the Mediterranean 
until relieved as flagship by 
steam frigate MACEDONIAN 20 
October 1859. She returned to 
New York 16 December 1859 and 
decommissioned there the 20th. 
Following outbreak of the Civil 
War, WABASH recommissioned 
at New York 16 May 1861, 
Captain Samuel Mercer, USN, 
commanding. She sailed 20 May 
to assist the fleet under Flag 


. Officer Silas H. Stringham in the 
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squadron continued until the 
Confederate Forts surrendered 
unconditionally 29 August, 
securing Hatteras Inlet. This 
Union Victory sealed off 
Confederate commerce raiders 
and blockade runners from 
Pamlico Sound, the most 
convenient entrance for 
seaborne supplies to the 
Confederate Army in Virginia. 
Admiral David D Porter later 
wrote: ‘‘This was our first naval 
victory, indeed our first victory 
of any kind, and should not be 
forgotten. The Union cause was 
then in a depressed condition, 
owing to the reverses it had 
experienced. The moral effect of 
this affair was very great, as it 
gave us a foothold on Southern 
soil and possession of the Sounds 
of North Carolina if we chose to 
occupy them. It was a death-blow 
to blockade running in that 
vicinity, and ultimately proved to 
be one of the most important 
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blockade of Charleston. 

On 3 August 1861 the steam 
frigate recaptured the American 
schooner MARY ALICE of New 
York, bound from Ponce, Puerto 
Rico. MARY ALICE had been 
taken by Confederate Privateer 
DIXIE a month earlier. That 
sameday WABASH captured the 
large sidewheel steamer SARAH 
STAR, one day out of Wilmington, 
North Carolina, and bound 
towards Liverpool, England, 
with a cargo of pitch tar and 
lumber. 

WABASH came off Cape Henry 
26 August 1861, joining the 
squadron of Fiag Officer 
Stringham as it departed 
Hampton Road for the initial 
Army-Navy expedition of the 
Civil War. In company were two 
transports carrying nearly a 
thousand troops under Major 
General Butler. The squadron 
anchored off Hatteras Inlet; 
North Carolina, the following 
day. On 28 August 1861, Marines 
and Army troops were supported 
by naval gunfire as they landed 
from surf boats above Forts 
Hatteras and Clark. 

The heavy cannonade of 
WABASH and sister ships: of her 


events of the war.’’ Coming 
shortly after the Union defeat in 
the Battle of Bull Run, the Union 
victory at Hattaras electrified 
the North and greatly raised 
Union morale. 

After more blockade service 
off Charleston, WABASH arrived 
at New York, 8 October 1861. 
Two days later she hoisted the 
flag of Rear Admiral Samuel F. 
Du Pont, initial commander of 
the South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron. She departed New 
York 16 October and arrived in 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, 18 
October 1861. This was 
the staging base for the large 
Union expedition which sailed 
from Fort Monroe, 29 October 
1861. Commanded by Flag 
Officer Du Pont ~in flagship 
WABASH and comprising 177 
ships, it was the largest U.S. 
Fleet ever assembled to that 
date. Army forces numbered 
about 16,999 men under 
Brigadier General Thomas W. 
Sherman. Port Royal Sound, 
about equi-distant from Savannah 
and Charleston, was of 
recognized importance, and one 
of the first locations fortified by 
the Confederates against the 
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entrance of Union ships. 
On 1 November 1861, a violent 
storm struck the Union 


expeditionary force on the 
Carolina Coast. It widely 
scattered naval vessels, 


transports, and supply ships and 
jeopardized the success of this 
major undertaking. However, the 
damage to the Fleet was less than 
could have been expected. All 
ships had been furnished with 
secretinstructions to be opened 
at sea only in case of separation 
from the Fleet. 

On 7 November 1861, naval 
forces under Flag Officer Du 
Pont captured Port Royal Sound. 
WABASH and ships of her Fleet 
steamed in boldly, pouring 
withering gunfire into the 
defending Forts Walker and 
Beauregard with extreme 
accuracy. The log of WABASH 
recorded: ‘‘The firing from our 
guns admirably accurate ... At 
12:05 a 42-lb shot from Bay Point 
struck the deck, portside at the 
IX-lb gun, wounded four men, 
knocked a hole through the deck 
and broke into the hammock 
netting, where it lodged. Thos. 
Jackson (Cox), Captain of No. 16 
gun, had his leg shot away at the 
thigh, and was removed to the 
cockpit, and died within the hour. 
The others were injured by 
splinters.” 

The Confederate defenders 
abandoned the Forts. The small 
Confederate naval squadron 
under Commodore Josiah 
Tattnall could offer only 
harassing resistance but did 
rescue troops by ferrying them 
to the mainland from Hilton 
Head. Marines and sailors weré 
landed to occupy the forts until 
turned over to Army troops 
under General T. W. Sherman. 
The log of WABASH recorded: 
“At 2:12, Commodore John 
Rodgers, Aide to the Flag 
Officer, left the ship in one of our 


boats, with a flag of truce, to visit ” 


the Fort. At 2:20 p.m. the 
American Flag flying from the 
enemy’s ramparts.’’ Careful 
planning and skillful execution 
had given Flag Officer Du Pont a 
great victory andthe Union Navy 
an important base of operations. 
The Confederates were 
compelled to withdraw coastal 
defenses inland, out of reach of 
naval gunfire. Flag Officer Du 
Pont wrote: ‘‘Itis not my temper 
to rejoice over fallen foes, but 
this must be a gloomy night in 
Charleston.” 

On 9 November 1861 the 
gunboats of WABASH’s squadron 
took possession of Beaufort, 
North Carolina, and, by blocking 
the mouth of the Broad River, cut 
off this communication link 
between Charleston and 
Savannah. Major General Robert 
E. Lee wrote Confederate 
Secretary of War Judah P. 
Benjamin regarding the effects 
of the Union Navy’s victory at 
Port Royal: ‘‘The enemy having 
complete possession of the water 
and inland navigation, commands 
all the islands on the coast and 
threatens both Savannah and 
Charleston, and can come in his 
boats, within 4 miles of this place 
Lee’s headquarters, 
Coosawhatchie, S.C.. His sloops 
of war and large steamers can 
come up Broad River to 
Mackay’s Point, the mouth of the 
Pocotaligo, andhis gunboats can 
ascend some distance up the 
Cossawhatchie and Tulifinny. We 
have noguns that can resist their 
batteries, and have no resources 
but to prepare to meet them in the 
field.” 

WABASH continued to base at 
Port Royal as flagship of the 
South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron. She cruised the 
eastern seaboard of Florida and 
remained on station until 8 July 
1862 when she sailed north for 
brief repairsin the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard (14 July - 1 August 
1862). She returned to Port Royal 
7 August 1862 and first joined in 
the siege of Charleston 13 July 
1863. 

WABASH was several times 
the intended target of the 
Confederate Submarine Torpedo 
Boat H. L. HUNLEY. which 


operated from Sullivan’s Island. 
That submarine’s crew would 
take a bearing on WABASH from 
the beach, then proceed out to sea 
on the outgoing tide which was to 
assist the underpowered 
submersible enroute to the 
target. 

The crewmen of H. L. 
HUNLEY were soon in a state of 
exhaustion as they turned hand- 
cranks connected to the 
submarine’s propeller. The 
force of the tide proved so strong 
that they found the submarine in 
danger of being swept out to sea. 
The Confederates turned their 
attention from WABASH to the 
fight for survivalin getting their 
deadly craft safely back to base. 
The Confederate submarine met 
her destiny the night of 14 
February 1864 when she sank the 
steam sloop-of-war 
HOUSATONIC off Charleston. 
She thus became the first 
submarine in history to sink a 
ship in combat. But H. L. 
HUNLEY did not return to base. 
No trace of the submarine 
torpedo boat was found when 
divers examined the wreck of 
HOUSATONIC. The Confederate 
submarine may have been swept 
out to sea. 

WABASH continued to join in 
the bombardment and seige of 
Charleston with time out for 
replenishment and upkeep at 
Port Royal. The night of 18 April 
1864, she was unsuccessfully 
attacked off Charleston by the 
Confederate torpedo boat 
“DAVID”. Her deck log for 13 
August 1864 records: ‘‘From 8 
p.m. to Midnight. - At 9.48, made 
out something in the water off the 
starboard quarter, working 
toward the ship, supposed to be a 
Rebel Torpedo, went to quarters, 
slipped the chain, and fired into 
the object. Made signal of 3 
rockets. Piped down at 11.20 and 
kept standing off on about three 
or’ four miles to the East South 
East of Light Ship.” 

WABASH departed from her 
station off Charleston 1 October 
1864 and was repaired in the 
Norfolk Navy Yard. Her overhaul 
was complete by 16 December 
1864 when she formed with ships 
of the expedition for the attacks 
on Fort Fisher, first carried out 
24-25 December 1864.. The 
furious naval bombardment 
drove the staunch Southern 
defenders from their guns and 
into the bombproofs of the fort. 
The attack failed because the 
works were too strongly 
defended to be carried by assault 
with the Federal troops 
available. The steam frigate was 
soon on station off Charleston. 
The night of 31 December 1864, 
two launches from WABASH and 
PAWNEE, on guard duty in 
Charleston Harbor, were driven 
aground, close to Fort Sumter, 
by a strong flood tide and 
freshening wind. The boats and 
27 men comprising their crew 
were captured by Confederate 
pickets. 

WABASH soon steamed to 
Beaufort where Rear Admiral 
Porter’s fleet made rendezvous 
with 8,000 Union troops under 
command of Major General 
Terry. The fleet got underway 12 
January 1865, the largest 
American force to assemble 
under one command to that time, 
and steamed up the Carolina 
Coast to the northeast of 
Wilmington. That night the Fleet 
arrived off Fort Fisher. 

Early on the morning of 12 
January 1865, the second 
amphibious assault on Fort 
Fisher was begun. Some 59 Union 
warships went into action in 
support of 8,000 men landed on a 
strip of land which naval guns 
completely commanded. The 
fleet’s big guns reopened the 
bombardment in full fury the 
morning of 14 January. The 
Confederates were hardly able to 
bury their dead, much less 
repair the works, as the fleet 
poured in, according to one 
estimate, 100 shells minute. 
The Union assault by soldiers, 
sailors and Marines on 15 
January 1865, captured Fort 
Fisher in a classic example of 


complete Army-Navy 
coordination. The Union Forces - 
- Army and Navy -- sustained 
some 1,000 casualties, more 
than twice as many as the 
Confederate defenders suffered. 
Rear Admiral Porter wrote: 
“Men, it seems, must die that 
this Union may live, and the 
Constitution under which we have 
granted our prosperity must be 
maintained.” 

WABASH returned to Hampton 
Roads, Virginia, 19 January 1865 
and remained until 3 February. 
She entered the Boston Navy 
Yard 8 February 1865 and 
decommissioned there the 14th. 
She remained inactive until 
recommissioned 24 October 
1871, Captain Robert W. 
Shufeldt, USN, commanding. She 
put to sea on 17 November 1871 to 
serve as flagship of Rear 
Admiral James Alden, 
commanding the Mediterranean 
Squadron. She arrived at Cadiz, 
Spain, 14 December 1871 and 
cruised throughout the 
Mediterranean until 30 
November 1873 when she 
departed Gibraltar for Key West, 
Florida. 

WABASH reached Key West 3 
January 1874 and operated in the 
Gulf of Mexico from that base 
until 3 April. After calling at 
Havana, Cuba, she set course for 
the Boston Navy Yard where she 
decommissioned 25 April 1874. 
She served asa Receiving Ship in 
the Boston Navy Yard until sold 
15 November 1912, to the Boston 
Iron & Metal Co., Boston, Mass. 

The second WABASH was a 

cargo ship assigned to the Naval 
Overseas Transportation 
Service. She was built in 1900 as 
SS TUBINGEN for the North 
German Lloyd Line by the 
Wigham, Richardson and 
Company, Limited, Newcastle, 
England. Having been renamed 
WARTBURT and later SENECA, 
-she was taken in custody of the 
United States Shipping Board 
when America entered World 
War I. She was transferred to the 
U.S. Navy 9 February 1918 at 
Hoboken, New Jersey. She 
commissioned as USS WABASH 
the same day, Lieutenant 
Commander Frank C. Seeley, 
USNRF, commanding. 


WABASH had a length overall 
of 393 feet; beam of 49 feet, 11 
inches on the load water line; a 
normal displacement of 10,475 
tons; mean deraft of 26 feet; a 
speed of 11.4 knots; anda crew of 
12 officers and 81 men. She was 
armed with 1 5-inch .40 caliber 
gun; and 13-inch .50 caliber gun. 

WABASH loaded a cargo of 
construction iron and 
ammunition at New York. She 
departed 28 February 1918 for 
Pauillac, France, and returned 
22 April 1918. Four similar 
voyages were made to the French 
port of St. Nazaire and return by 
6 April 1919. She 
decommissioned at New York 21 
April 1919 and was returned to 
custody of the United States 
Shipping Board. 

The third WABASH (AOG-4), a 
gasoline tanker, was built by the 
Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding 
Corporation, Tacoma, 
Washington. Her keel was laid 30 
June 1942. The gasoline tanker 
launched 28 October 1942, under 
the sponsorship of Mrs. Louis A. 


Puckett, wife of Commander 
Louis A. Puckett, Supply Corps, 
U.S. Navy. WABASH 
commissioned in the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, 
Washington, 10 May 1943, 
Lieutenant James Francis 


Ardagh, USN, commanding. 

WABASH (AOG-4) was 
designed for a length overall of 
310 feet, 9inches; extreme beam 
of 48 feet, 6 inches; limiting 
displacement of 4,335 tons, 
limiting draft of 15 feet, 8 inches; 
a speed of 14 knots; and 
accommodations for 9 officers 
and 131 men. She was armed with 
43-inch .50 caliber guns. She has 
a total cargo capacity for 1,000 
barrels of oil and 667,000 gallons 
of gasoline. 

WABASH (AOG-4) departed 
Seattle, Washington, 26 May 
1943, to deliver oil and gasoline 


to Annette Island and Yakatat, 
Alaska. She returned to Seattle 5 
June 1943. She commenced her 
fifth logistic supply voyage to 
Alaskan bases 1 September 1943 
when she sailed from Seattle for 
Kodiak and Dutch Harbor. She 
then steamed south for San 
Francisco, California, arriving 
21 September 1943. On 13 
October she put to sea for Pearl 
Harbor, arriving 19 October 
1943. i 

WABASH overhauled in the 
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 
until 6 December 1943. Assigned 
to Service Squadron Eight, she 
spent the next months carrying 
aviation gasoline and lubricants 
to Canton Island, Palmyra 
Island, and Midway Atoll. This 
duty continued until 9 July 1944 
when she departed Pearl Harbor 
with a merchant convoy and 
escort aircraft carriers bound to 
Eniwetok Atollin the Marshalls. 
She reached Eniwetok 18 July 
1944 and became a unit of Service 
Squadron Ten. She pumped motor 
gasoline and lubricants to station 
tanker YOG-185, served as 
tender to small craft at 
Eniwetok, and carried Marine 
equipment to Roi Island. This 
duty terminated 15 August 1944 
when WABASH sailed for the 
Marianas Islands. 


WABASH arrived at Saipan, 
Marianas Island, 20 August 1944. 
She provided fuel and lubricants 
to service craft in the area until 5 
March 1945. On the latter date 
she sailed for Iwo Jima to furnish 
fuel and lubricants to amphibious 
units of Task Force 53, including 
minecraft and tank landing ships. 
She returned to Tanapag Harbor, 
Saipan, 14 March and got 
underway the 25th for Ulithi in 
the Caroline Islands, arriving 27 
March 1945. 

WABASH departed Ulithi 4 
April 1945 to support the capture 
and occupation of Okinawa. She 
arrivedat Kerama Retto 9 April 
1945 and tended amphibious craft 
off the Hagushi Beaches 
throughout the bitter Okinawa 
Campaign. After close of 
hostilities with Japan 15 August 
1945, she became a tender shipin 
Buckner Bay. This duty 
continued until 28 November 
1945 when she got underway to 
act as a tender to occupation 
force craft at Hong Kong (1 Dec 
1945 - 20 Jan 1946) and Hainan 
Island, French Indo-China (22 
Jan 1946 - 27 Feb 1946). She again 
served as fuel tender at Hong 
Kong (2 Mar - 27 Mar), then 
performed similar service at 
Shanghai (30 Mar - 21 Apr), Subic 
Bay inthe Philippines (25 Apr - 4 
May), and at Tsingtao (8 May 
1946 to 29 July 1946). She 
decommissioned asa ship of the 
United States Navy at Tsingtao 29 
July 1946 and was transferred 
for operations by the Department 


of the Army. 

WABASH served the Army 
Transportation Corps from 
Yokohama, Japan. She was 


manned by Japanese maritime 
officers and men until 1957 when 
command was taken over by 
Army officers and American 
personnel. Her Army service 
continued until 1 July 1950 when 
she was transferred for 
operations by the Military Sea 
Transportation Service, 
Department of the Navy. 

USNS WABASH (T-AOG-4) 
continued to base at Yokomama, 
Japan, During the Korean 
Conflict she carried gasoline and 
jet fuel to United Nations Forces 
operating in Korea. When the 
Korean Crisis abated, she 
carried oil between ports of 
Japan, South Korea, and the 
island of Iwo Jima, Bonin 
Islands. She was manned by a 
mixed crew of American 
maritime seamen and Japanese 
nationals during these 
operations. Her career as a unit 
of the Military Sea 
Transportation Service came to 
a close 8 May 1958 when she was 
turned over to the custody of the 
Maritime Administration and 
assigned to the Maritime 
Reserve Fleet, berthed at Suisun 
Bay, California. Her name was 
struck from the Naval Vessel 
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Register the same dav.. 
COMMANDING OFFICERS — 
USS WABASH (AOG-4) 

Lieutenant James F. Ardagh, 
USN: 10 May 1943-30 Jun 1944; 
Lieutenant Gene E. Verge, 
USNR: 30 Jun 1944-24 Jun 1945; 
Lieutenant Homer J. 
Micklethwaite, USNR: 24 Jun 
1945-20 Dec 1945; Lieutenant 
John M. McKay, USNR: 20 Dec 
1945-15 Feb 1946; Lieutenant (jg) 
John D. Reinbeimer, USNR 15 
Feb 1946 - 19 Feb 1946; 
Lieutenant John Pagolozziosa, 
USN: 19 Feb 1946 - 29 Jul 1946. 

WABASH (AOG-4) received 4 
battle stars and other awards for 
the operations listed below: 

1 Star - IWO JIMA 
OPERATION: Assault & 
Occupation of Iwo Jima: 2-16 Mar 
1945 

1 Star - OKINAWA GUNTO 
OPERATION: Assault & 
Occupation of Okinawa Gunto : 3 
Apr-30 Jun 1945 

1 Star - SECOND KOREAN 
WINTER: 6-30 Apr 1952 

1 star - KOREAN DEFENSE, 
SUMMER-FALL 1952: 1-10 May 
1952 

NAVY OCCUPATION 
SERVICE MEDAL (Asia Clasp): 
2 Sep-28 Oct 1945 

CHINA SERVICE MEDAL: 28 
Nov 1945 - 28 Apr 1946; 6 May -29 
Jul 1946 

KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL & 
UNITED NATIONS SERVICE 
MEDAE: 10 Jan - 10 May 1952 

The fourth WABASH (AOR-5), 
a replenishment oiler, is under 
construction by the General 
Dynamics Corporation, Qunicy 
Division, Quincy, 
Massachusetts. Her keel was 
laid 21 January 1970. She is 
scheduled to launch 6 February 
1971, under the sponsorship of 
Mrs. William G. Bray, wife of 
Congressman Bray of the State of 
Indiana. 

WABASH (AOR-5) is a 
WICHITA-Class replenishment 
oiler, designed for a length 
overall of 659 feet; extreme 
beam of 96 feet; full load 
displacement of 37,360 tons; 
mean draft of 33 feet, 3 inches; a 
sustained speed of 20 knots; and 
accommodations for 24 officers 
and 345 men. Her armament will 
include 43-inch .50 caliber rapid 
fire guns. 


WABASH (AOR-5) will provide 
ships of the Fleet with a ‘‘one 
stop’’ service. In addition to 
underway refueling, she will 
furnish provisions, stores and 
ammunition, including torpedoes 
and guided missiles. She will 
have the most advanced fueling- 
at-sea equipment as well as a 
rapid cargodischarge capability 
enhanced by a landing-launching 
area for replenishment 
helicopters. 


Navy Department 

Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations 

Naval History Division (OP- 
09B9) 

Ships Histories Section 


Editor’s Favorite Topic 


The environment is the main 
issue of editorial concern in 
America’s daily newspapers, 
according to a survey of 20,904 
editorials conducted between 
October 1970 and September 
1971 by the Public Issues 
Research Bureau of New York. 

Environmental issues 
exceeded those for economic. 
urban and transportation 
problems. Of the 44 per cent of 
editorials on social issues. 15.2 
per cent (1,382) were on 
environmental subjects. Water 
quality received most attention, 
followed by land use policies, air 
quality and waste disposal. 

The most concerned 
newspaper was the Los Angeles 
Times, the survey showed. with 
nearly 23 per cent of its social 
issue editorials on the 
environment. This compared 
with 22 per cent for the New York 
Times, 11 per cent for the 
Washington Post and- Chicago 
Tribune and 15 per cent for other 
prestige dailies as a whole 
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FUTURE SHOCK 


“A strange new society is 
apparently erupting in our 
midst. Is there a way to 
understand it, to shape its 
development? How can we come 
toterms with it?” Alvin Toffler 
asks these questions and 
attempts to answer them in his 
Book Future Shock, a 
national best seller that is 
reshaping current thought. 

Alvin Toffler’s Future Shock 
is a book which should be read by 
all people who deal with people 
and problems. The book deals 
with the effect rapid expansive 
change has upon society. For 
this reason, it should be of 
interest to every municipal 
official to become acquainted 
with this book and what it says 
about future shock and its effect 
on his community. 

Many of the problems 
discussedin Future Shock have 
been thrust upon us already, but 
Many more are yet to come. 
They stem from the 
overwhelming changes that have 
taken place in a short span of 
time. We must realize that more 
has happened to mankind in the 
last fifty years than in the 
preceding 8,000 years. In 
addition, the rate of change is 
still accelerating too rapidly for 
us to conceive. 

Many of the problems our 
society, and particularly our 
cities, faces today are very 
mucha part of future shock: For 
the first time in history, our 
cities and towns are faced with 
drug problems of momentous 
proportion, integration and 
pollution. In addition, the 
problems which seem to have 
always been with our 
municipalities are growing 
everyday: crime, traffic 
problems and inflation. 


Ontop of all these problems, 
Toffler indicates we are 
developinga ‘transient ‘‘throw 
away” society which only 
increases the problems and 
diminishes our ability to solve 
them. For example, the rapid 
increase and demand for 
‘temporary housing.” By 1969 
more than half of all new housing 
was in multiple units. Municipal 
officials must face up to the 
problems of the future, rather 
than think in terms of the 
permanence of the past. 

A much publicized problem 
which has to be faced by our 
cities is pollution. This problem 
cannot be solved by monitoring 
industry alone, but through the 
home itself. Toffler discusses 
how much of the home is runon a 
throw away basis. ‘‘Diapers, 
bibs, paper napkins, Kleenex, 
towels, non-returnable soda 
bottles — all are used up quickly 
in (the) home and ruthlessly 
eliminated.” 

As our cities’ populations 
increase, the population 
problem will increase. In 1850 
there were only four cities with 
a million population in the 
world. In 1900 that figure had 
increased to 19, and to 141 in 
1960. And in all probability the 
urban population will double in 
the next eleven years. With the 
rapid expansion of urban 
population, we must be aware of 
the fact that problems will grow 
at the present or increasing 
rates. 

Urbanism in its vastness has 
developed a society where 
people do not become deeply 
involved. Rather than realize 
one another as ‘whole persons, 
we only maintain superficial 
contacts, we are only interested 
in another person in relation to 
how he affects us directly. This 
has created what Toffler calls 
the disposable prson or Modular 
Man. This, it would seem, 
causes a void. There are only 
fragmented relationships. 
Young people are increasingly 
seeking ‘total involvement.” 
Frustration in attempting this 
often results in the use of drugs, 
which, statistics have shown, 
increases the crime rate. 


Urban governments 
themselves demand ‘‘city-wide 


standards” which ignore 
individualism. The author 
stresses that the cultural 


variances and ‘‘the right” to be 
different will be frustrated. 
This frustration culminates in 
turn in the rebellion of the 
young, blacks and ethnic groups. 

There is a need for a person to 
identify with his community; a 
need to belong. But, Toffler 
claims, this is becoming 
impossible because of ‘‘the 
politics of nostalgia.” Some 
seem to think an increase in the 
old solutions will sov: the 
increase of problems. He wever, 
old solutions many times are not 
relevant to new probleins. 
Toffler states, ‘‘The problem is 
not simply that we plan too little; 
we plan too poorly.”’ 

According to Toffler, not only 
our urban centers will be 
affected by this modern 
phenomenon, all segments of 
our society will be targets. The 
family has long been a basic 
element of society. We have 
already witnessed the beginning 
ofits demise. Toffler extends 
the discussion of this to other 
areas as well. Industry, too, will 
have problems in coping with the 
tremendous changes which will 
take place. And inthe midst of it 
all our political structure will 
be under great stress. 

The family with its deep 
emotional ties is disintegrating. 
The author maintains that in all 
probability it will vanish and 
reappear in novel ways. Some of 
the breakdown is already 
evident. There is less and less 
stress on marriage. Divorces 
areonthe increase, evidence of 
the transcient, society working 
inthe home itself More women 
are looking for work outside the 
home. AS more women begin to 
work, the employment situation 
becomes more strained. In 
addition, this creates a growing 
need for more day care centers. 

The children who are reared 
in this environment have and 
cause problems of their own. 
Children mature at an earlier 
age. They are forced to know 
more at an earlier age than their 
parents were at the same age. 
The stress at times is 
unbearable, and they break from 
it in unacceptable ways. This 
may account for the young 
turning toward drugs, roaming 
the country, and seemingly 
being rather irresponsible. 
Perhaps they are desperately 
trying to find stabilitv. 


To add to the problem, the 
parents of today do not place the 
same emphasis on 
companionship or the family 
unit as a whole as in the past. 
Even though free time has 
increased, adults do _ not 
generally use it to spend with the 
family group. Mothers work and 
have other social interests 
outside the home. Fathers, play 
golf or work overtime to keep up 
with the increased financial 
desires of the family. Children 
have increased activities 
outside the home because there 
are fewer activities at home. 

As the family unit is re- 
orienting itself to a new status 
and relationship, the effects on 
cities and towns are evident. 
The family unit is the very basis 
or beginning on which urban 
governments grow and exist. 

Industry, too, will be 
increasingly affected by the 
rapid change of future shock. 
Within one life time, our society 
has progressed from an 
agriculturally dominated 
economy to industrialism with 
factory, manual and white collar 
workers making up a larger 
segment of the work force. In ‘‘a 
few brief decades” the world’s 
first “‘service economy” has 
been born. In about 1956 blue 
collar workers were 
outnumbered by white collar 
occupations. Everything is 
becoming more complex and 


more specialized. The ‘‘Super- 
industrial Revolution,” as 
Toffler calls it, is upon us. The 
author explains that the bonds 
which ‘‘unified the industrial 
society —bonds of law, common 
values, centralized and 
standardized education and 
cultural production —are 
breaking down.’’ He goes on to 
say that this explains why cities 
suddenly seem to be 
‘unmanageable? for the old 
methods of uniformity, 
permanence and simplicity are 
no longer effective. The ‘‘finely 
fragmented social order —a 
superindustrial order—is 
emerging.” 


Another part of our society 
which will be hit hard on by the 
rapid change will be our 
political system. There is no 
question that effects on the 
political system will in turn 
affect the cities. 

Toffler states that our 
present system is now in dire 
crisis. By the time our 
representative 
government deal with the 
problems at hand, the problems 


FUTURE SHOCK 


cyberneticist % 


bodies * of 


have changed or increased. He 
feels it would be a mistake for us 
to think of ‘‘the goals drawn up 
by these assemblies as 


constituting permanent. 
Platonic ideals, floating 
somewhere in a metaphysical 
never-never land.’’ Rather they 
should be seen as temporary 
objectives, good for a limited 
time only. He goes onto say that 
‘“‘future-oriented, future- 
forming’’ objectives could 
prove tobe “the salvation of the 
entire system of representative 
politics.” 

The author’s ideas on how the 
fantastic rate of change could 
affect our democracy are 
summarized in the following 
exceprt ‘‘Still more damaging to 
democracy is the time-bias of 
politics. The politician’s time 
horizon usually extends no 
farther than the next election. 
Congresses, diets, 
parliaments, city councils — 
legislative bodies in general — 
lack the time, the resources, or 
the organizational forms needed 
to think seriously about the long 
term future. As for the citizen, 
the last thing he is ever 


consulted about is the larger. 
more distant goals of his 


community, state or nation.” 


Toffler does not leave the 
reader without hope for himself 
or his society. Changeis viewed 
asa villainanda hero. Change is 
‘change 
But, if this change 
is severe, unguided it could 
destroy. According to the author 
— ‘‘such change is the enemy of 


essential to mankind: 
is life itself.” 


life.”’ 


To deal with this problem of 
we must stop the 
acceleration which will cause 
the future shock and all the 
problems it brings to man and 
his society — war, pollution. 
revolution of youths and blacks 
and the turmoil of our cities. 
Toffler leaves the reader with 
the thought that Future Shock is 
and it is that 
which must precede the cure. 
Man must become conscious of 
the need to contract and guide 
the evoluting change and begin to 


change, 


a “‘diagnosis”’ 


build a ‘‘humane future.’’ 


(Reprinted with permission 
from Indiana Association of 


Cities and Towns Newsletter). 
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RITUAL OF SPRING — Road Commissioners in many counties throughout the Wabash 
Basin must place warning signs on flood covered highways. How long, O, Lord, How 


long? 


HUD Has 
New Charge 


HUD has created a new Office 
of Community Goals and 
Standards (OCGS) that is 
specifically charged with 
implementing HUD policies 
relating to environmental 
controls and planned areawide 
development. 

The new office has the 
responsibility for supervising 
and coordinating all HUD 
environmental standards as well 
as those of other federal 
agencies which affect HUD 
programs. The office was 


(Grayville Mercury-Independent Photo) 


established in response to the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act which requires federal 
agencies to make thorough 
environmental analyses and 
evaluations of other federal 
agencies likely to be concerned 
with the projects. The 
sponsoring agency is required to 
consider suggested project 
modifications if these will 
minimize or eliminate 
environmental damage. A final 
“Environmental Statement” is 
then submitted to the Council of 
Environmental Quality, a staff 
agency inthe Executive Office of 
the President. 


Noted Quotes 


‘Professionalism is under 
attack. Ina democracy the people 
need to know the facts to make 
sound decisions about their 
environment. But whom do they 
hear the loudest? The militants 

— the emotionalists — the eco- 
freaks when they should be 
hearing the true professionals.” 
— Thomas L. Kimball, 
Executive Director, National 
windlife Federations a 


The reason some people don’t 
recognize opportunity is because 


— a am al 
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it usually comes disguised as 
hard work. 
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GIBSON COUNTY CHAPTER OFFICERS (l to r) 
President Larry Pflug; Vice president Bob Key and 
Secretary - Treasurer Steve Duncan. 

(Princeton Daily Clarion Photo) 


WVA Testimony 
On Lafayette Lake 


Remarks by John E. Mitchell, 
Associate Publisher of the 
Frankfort Times in Frankfort, 
Indiana and Vice-President of the 
Wabash Valley Association 


On behalf of the President of 
the Wabash Valley Association, 
Mr. Joe McGuire, Mayor òf 
Mt. Carmel, Illinois, I want to 
thank Mrs. Gerold W. Neudeck, 
President of the League of 
Woman Voters of Greater 
Lafayette for allowing the WVA 
the opportunity to participate in 
this meeting. 

The League has a great history 
of involvement in conservation 
and in supporting the public’s 
right to know. Thus, it is natural 
that the League of Greater 
Lafayette sponsor this forum or 
the Lafayette Reservoir. 

This meeting is somewhat of a 
replica of the town hall meetings 
in New England. The great 
benefit for this community is that 
the public will be able to obtain 
facts instead of rumors. And 
there is nothing wrong with this 
type of public meeting that allows 
opposite views to be expressed 
as opinions instead of 
accusations. The WVA has held 
some firm opinions about the 
Lafayette Reservoir for a great 
number of years. Wedo not come 
here tonight to criticize those 
who are opposed to this project 
but we do come here tonight to 
tell why we are for this project. 

The Wabash Valley 
Association was founded in 1957 
as a voluntary, non-profit, non- 
political membership group to 
improve, restore, and develope 
the basic natural resources of 
the Wabash river valley or basin. 
The basic goals of the WVA are 
the same today as they were in 
1957 -- to alleviate floods, to 
improve water supply and water 
quality, tocreate recreation and 
navigation facilities, and to 
restore economic health to the 
valley. 

In the early days of the 
organization the leaders and 
members worked with the state 
and local governments of Illinois 
and Indiana. Then they began 
working witha federal agency in 
charge of water resource 
development -- the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. The work of 
the WVA was to prod and to 
encourage these governmental 
agencies to help accomplish the 
goals of the WVA and, at thesame 
time, inform the public in the 
Valley about the needs and 
problems of the Valley. 

When Gen. William F. Cassidy 
of the Corps of Engineers came 
to Terre Haute to speak to the 
membership of the WVA on 
March 23, 1962 the WVA 
membership heard about a new 
concept of water resource 
planning. A comprehensive river 
basin planning program was 
proposed for the Wabash river 
and its tributaries. The WVA 


went on record at that time in 
favor of this new and sensible 
approach. In 1962 Congress 
provided the authority and the 
money for the comprehensive 
study of the water and related 
land resources of the Wabash 
river and all of the drainage area 
known as the Wabash River 
Basin. 

Interim reports of this study 
have been submitted to Congress 
during the progress of this study. 
In 1965 Congress passed 
legislation authorizing five 
reservoirs that were intregal 
parts of the overall 
comprehensive plan. The 
Lafayette Reservoir was one of 
the projects included in this 
legislation. 

The Lafayette Reservoir has 
been approved by every 
governmental agency required 
by law to give its approval. It was 
approved by the Indiana Flood 
Control and Water Resources 
Commission and the Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resources. The Indiana General 
Assembly in the 1967 session 
passed legislation that approved 
the project and authorized the 
State of Indiana to participate 
financially and this legislation 
was signed by Governor Roger 
Branigin, a distinguished citizen 
from this community. 

Everyone of the Federal 
agencies who took part in the 
comprehensive study of this 
basin gave their stamp of 
approval and in 1965 the 
Congress of the United States 
passed legislation approving this 
reservoir and authorizing the 
expenditure of federal monies 
for its construction. The 
President of the United States 
gave his approval whenhe signed 
the legislation. 

The comprehensive approach 
in water resources management 
has been well received in the 
Wabash valley and nowitis being 
used through out all of the United 
States. It makes sense to study a 
large drainage basin area with 
natural boundaries rather than 
study individual areas with 
political boundaries. It makes 
sense to study all of the problems 
and water needs of the people 
rather than study just one 
problem at a time. It makes 
sense to include in the study 
those related land resources 
than to study water as a single 
resource. It makes sense to join 
together all of the federal 
agencies with an interest in 
water resource with the state 
agencies involved rather than to 
allow each agency to go its own 
way. And it makes sense that 
each proposed project in the 
comprehensive plan be 
completed because each project 
is anintregal part of solving the 
basin wide problems that exists. 

In these 33,100 square miles, 
which includes 2 - 3 of Indiana, 
there are significant water 


problems such as extensive 
flooding, limited water supply 
during low flow periods and low 
flow pollution problems. In 
addition, there are other needs in 
the basin such as recreation 
enhancement offishand wildlife, 
and navigational opportunities 
that must be studied and 
considered in the overall plan. In 
this comprehensive study these 
major problems are identified 
and proposals for solutions are 
offered by experts who represent 
all of the federal and state 
governmental agencies charged 
with responsibilities in the field 
of water resources. 

From this comprehensive 
study concept came the proposal 
to construct the Lafayette 
Reservoir as a project to help 
solve the problems and meet the 
needs in the basin and in this 
area. 

The WVA supports the 
Lafayette Reservoir because it 
is anintregal part of the overall 
plan. It will reduce flooding 
downstream, it will improve flow 
during the low flow periods, it 
will provide increased flows to 
help dilute Lafayette sewage 
effluent, it will provide 
increased recreational 
opportunities in an area of our 
state that is woefully lacking, and 
it will enhance fish and wildlife 
opportunities. 

Change is inevitable and this is 
true in this proposed project 
area. The WVA believes the 
direction of change should be 
guided by the application of 
human intelligence. For this 
reason we have banded together 
as anorganizationto bring about 
an orderly development of the 
water resources in the valley and 
for these reasons we support 
wholeheartedly the Lafayette 
Reservoir. 

Thank you for allowing the 
WVA to offer its opinion. 


Average Age 
Edging Up 


The latest census figures 
show that the average age of the 
population of the United States 
has begun toincrease. This will 
come as a shock to those who 
still think of us as a nation of 
youngsters. 

As the population gets older, 
business will be forced to move 
into different product lines and 
the health care and low income 
housing problems the country 
faces now will be intensified. 

As more people retire from 
the working world, a smaller 
proportion of the total 
population will be called upon to 
produce goods and services for 
all, including the elderly who 
have become consumers instead 
of producers. 

At the present time the United 
States work force represents 
about 40 percent of the total 
population. However, in the 
future that percentage could 
decrease sharply, putting a 
higher premium on increasing 
productivity for each worker. 


Noted Quotes 


“The marginal costs of 
abatement increase greatly as 
higher levels of reductions are 
required. For example, EPA 
estimates that as a general 
proposition 85 percent reduction 
costs only 20 percent as much as 
100 percent reduction. To go 
from 95 percent treatment to 98 
percent treatment costs the 
Same amount as going from 85 
percent to95 percent treatment. 
And to reduce another 
percentage of wastes costs the 
same amount. The last percent of 
reduction often costs as much as 
the first 99 percent .... The 
fundamental question ... is 
whether very high expenditures 
should be made in cases where it 
is not necessary in order to 
achieve water quality 
standards.’’ — Russell E. Train, 
Chairman, Council on 
Environmental Quality. 
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Oughta Look 
At Otter Creek 


We read and hear a lot these 
days about the proposed Otter 
Creek Conservancy District. 
This project, which covers a 
little more than 81,000 acres in 
Vigo, Clay and Parke counties, 
calls for the construction of five 
flood control reservoirs and a 
700 acre lake and park north of 
Seelyville. 

We think the Otter Creek 
projectis something that should 
be looked at closely and carefully 
in terms of what’s best for the 
Terre Haute region. It’s primary 
purpose is to help solve the 
serious problems of flooding and 
soil erosion. But an added benefit 
is that it should go a long way 


towards meeting the future 
recreational needs of this area. 

Dr. Paul Muse, retired dean of 
the Indiana State University 
Schoo! of Business, has prepared 
a report which shows that 
between 250 and 400 thousand 
people can be expected to visit 
the new recreational facilities 
yearly. 

Beyond this, if the Otter Creek 
project is going to result in 
better management of our 
resources, improve the natural 
beauty of the area, broaden the 
tax base and boost the economic 
growth and development of the 
Terre Haute region, then, in our 
judgment, it should be done. 


What Will Power 
Pollution Clean - up? 


A major tire manufacturer 
makes artifical grass from worn 
out tires for use on highway 
medians and playgrounds. 

U.S. glass makers recycled 
370 million used bottles and jars 
the first year of a new salvage 
program. 

A Maryland firm shreds old 
newspapers, mixes in a 
fireproofing chemcial] and turns 
out home insulation. (Last year, 
it recycled 3,900 tons of 
newsprint.) 

Many new municipal and 
industrial waste treatment 
plants will be built within the next 
few years to stem the tide of 
pollutants in Hoosier waterways. 

What’s the common 
denominator in all this 
environmental action? Electric 
energy. 

Everyone of these programs 
— and, in fact, almost all 
environmental clean-up is 
powered electrically. 

That’s why we say, ‘‘More 
electricity, not less, is needed to 
help solve our environmental 
problems.’’ 

Those who urge reduction of 
electric energy production as 
well as those who call for 
reverse rates (the more you use, 
the higher the rate) overlook 
some basic realities. 

The first is that recycling of 
wastes, removal of dust and 
other pollutants from industrial 
stacks, clean-up of rivers and 
streams, mass transportation -- 
major areas of environmental 
concern -- all require increased 
use of electric energy. 

Secondly, upside down rates on 
electric energy would spur 
industry to generate its own 
electricity for economy. 

Faced with excessive energy 
charges, business and industrial 
users (which account for 70 
percent of all electricity 
consumed) would be quick to 
install on-site generation to 
make their own electricity. The 
resultant inefficiencies, waste of 
natural resources and additional 
pollution would make such an 
approach counter-productive. 

Electricity is the clean-up 


energy for utilities, too. Dust 
collection systems installed at 
Public Service Indiana power 
plants remove particles from the 
smokestack electrostatically. At 
Wabash River Station, for 
example, it takes some 55 
kilowatts of power just to operate 
the dust collectors. 

Space heating and industrial 
process heating are other areas 
in which the substitution of 
electricity for fossil fuels offers 
tremendous clean-up 
possibilities. 

Whenit comes to cleaning up, 
electricity -- and lots of it -- is 
right on. 


Grant Made to 
River Agency 


A $39,000 grant to the 
Embarras Regional Planning and 
Development Commission of 
Lawrence , Richland, Clay, 
Jasper and Crawford Counties, 
Illinois has been approved by the 
Farmers Home Administration 
reports FHA Administrator 
James V. Smith. 

The grant funds will enable the 
commission to develop a 
comprehensive water and sewer 
service need plan for the five 
county area to serve all 
communities under 5,500 
population. 13,165 rural 
residents of these counties will 
directly benefit from the area 
planning. 

Don E. Kinkade of Olney, 
Illinois is Chairman. of the 
Embarras Regional Planning and 
Development Commissions, and 
the grant was processed by John 
F. Lawless, County Supervisor 
of the Lawrenceville Farmers 
Home Administration Office. 


RECYCLING PAYS 

Reynolds Metals Co. paid $1 
million to the public during the 
first eight months of 1971 for 
the return of 10 million pounds of 
aluminum cans and aluminum 
household scrap — all of which 
will be recycled. 


When It’s Springtime On the Wabash. 


(Carmi Times Photos) 
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M ia warning that continued rad 
diced budgets will affect the; 
nation’s, security keynoted US. 
Rep. John Myers (R-7th Dist.) 
speech Saturday morning a 

commissioning» ceremonies off 


the USS Wabashiat the Boston! 


val Shipyard. 


yMyers said he prays "it will 
not take a nuclear holocaust to 
prove to the anti-defense lobby 
in Congress’ that this nation's 
military strength has never been’ 
more important,” ¢ 


The congressman warned thats 
if the U.S. continues to reduce’ 
its naval fleet in relation to the} 
Soviet Union, “the day will; 
come when, ‘despite our tech-: 
nological advantage, the result 
will go against the U.S. and the 
free world. 

< “We ‘have a number of so- 
eallet peacemakers in Congress 
who desire to reduce defense 
expenditures without regard for 
Trial such action will affect our 


‘USS Wabash T 


Continued From Page One. 


hation® s Security," Myers said. j 

The 11 a.m. ceremonies at iha 
Massachusetts shipyard marked, 

" the official entrance of the USS 
Wabash into active status with 
the U.S. fleet. 

A supply ship, the Wabash isj 
the fourth to carry that title: 

_ honoring the Indiana river and 
city. 

Rear Ad m i r'a f Josep h C} 
Wylie, Commandant of the First! 
Naval District placed the ship 
in commission and Captain Rob- 
ert P. Chrisler, a native of 
Auburn, New York, took com 
mand of the Wabash and her 
crew of 24 officers and 345 en- 
listed men. 

The USS Wabash measures 
659 feet and displaces 37,360 
tons when fully loaded. She will 
use advanced  transfer-at-sea 
equipment and techniques in 
cluding helicopters which wil! 
operate from a stern platform 
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THE NEW USS WABASH 
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Christened last February, thé 
Wabash, the Navy’s newest re: 
plenishment oiler, was com} 

pleted in record time — 13 
months from keel to christen: 


ing. 


+ 


Following Saturday’s com- 
missioning and outfitting at the, 
Boston Naval Shipyard, the Wa-/ 
bash begins a period of un-! 


derway 


‘Sometime in January she will” 


training exercises.! 


proceed to her homeport at! 
Long Beach, Calif., where she! 
will become a unit of Service’ 
Squadron One of the Pacific 


Fleet. 


t 


»"s;MONBAY, NOV. 22, 1971 


ATTENDS COMMISSIONING—Rep. John T. Myers, Rind., accompanied by Lt, William Beck, USN, inspects honor guard 
during commissioning the Navy supply ship USS Wabash at the Boston Naval Shipyard Saturday. The Wabash, named after 
the Indiana city and river, is the fourth ship of the Fleet named Wabash. AP Wirephoto, 
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NAMED FOR RIVER—The S. T. Wabash, a 37,250-deadweight-ton ta 
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of 333,000 barrels in its 15 tanks. 
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ker slides down 
the ways at Baltimore, Md., at Bethlehem Steel’s Sparrows Point shipyard. It is named 
for the Wabash River. It was constructed for Ogden Marine, Inc., and has a capacity 


